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James L. Vaughan in Texas

1. From Tennessee to Parts Unknown
1795-1 8 20 6 s

Life began for James L. Vaughan in
Halifax, Virginia where he was born in 1795 to
John and Nancy Callicott Vaughan. Mother
Nancy recorded his birth, their firstborn, in her
Day Book:

James Vaughan was born October the 15 day 1795.

When he was a small boy his family
moved from Virginia to Hawkins County,
Tennessee. He lived in Hawkins until he was
at least twenty years old. An older cousin,
thought to be the daughter of William and

7 . Fereby Vaughan, was a neighbor; her name

/}f‘ was Martha Patty. In 1815 her family moved

o ; : west. About this time, when she was twenty-
s L eight, and he was twenty, James L. married

Martha Patty, and within five years they
moved west also, to White County, Tennessee
where they were the parents of three little
boys.
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/A“J'z’ his family in Arkansdhs i n
Ca, %55 /m_, belief is based on faulty census calculations.
; The Virginia born James L. Vaughan had
/»‘{ 7 4 .@ /‘fpﬂ_ wandered a lot further west long before 1850,
1 without stopping in Arkansas. Indications are
: that he |l eft Tennessee as

It is sometimes said that he abandoned

After what could be a brief detour to Indiana
with his brother Beverly, with a new wife and
their two children he headed to Texas. In
December of 1841, his father, John Vaughan,
regretted his absence as he wrote out his will, believing James L. Vaughan to be in

Aparts O©nki®owece Western Tennessee, Missouri,
to a number of his Vaughan kin by 1841, his son must have gone to some lesser known
parts.

His elderly father in Tennessee, a gunnery sergeant in the American Revolution,
surely would love to have known where his son had gone, because James went to
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Texas and fought in the Texas Revolution. As early as 1834 his new family was known
there. In sworn statements two witnesses say that they knew him, his wife, and his
children in Gonzales, Texas-Mexico.
Back in Arkansas, where Martha Patty ended up, maybe there were hard feelings
toward him for leaving his family and starting a new one. At least he lived on in rumors;
in fact, he went on to serve in a war in a place that would become the Republic of
Texas. In 1835 Gonzales, he joined the Texians in their fight with Mexico, and he
stayed to fight again during the next ten years of ongoing disputes between Texas and
the cruel military dictator, General Santa Anna.
In 1814 when William and Fereby Vaughan sold their Hawkins County property
and moved to middle Tennessee, they probably signed up to travel with one of the
endl ess wagon trains of the day. About t hat
first child, Benjamin Franklin, was born; that was March 3, 1815. Two more sons were
born in 1817. They were named William and Maborne, and they may have been twins.
All three were born somewhere in Tennessee.
It is certain that by 1820 he had left the house of his father. The 1820 census for
White County, Tennessee included James and his brother, Beverly. They lived in
separate, but neighboring househol ds. James
to recognize because of the unique age difference between man and wife:

Federal Censfid820 White County, Tennessee

MALES FEMALES

Under Over | Under Over
NAME 10 10-16 16-18 16-26 |26-45 45 10 10-16 |16-26 26-45 45 Slaves
Vaughn, Beverly 1 1 2
Vaughn, James 8 1 1

After 1820, this particular family unit, with its exclusive age markers, disappears
from all known records, and James L. Vaughan is next recorded in parts unknown.

Next to his absence in future public records of Tennessee and Arkansas is family
testimony which says that the family did split up. Benjamin Franklin, five years old in
1820, as an old man swore in an affidavit that his grandparents, William and Fereby,
raised him in Arkansas. Less known is how William and Maborne spent their childhood.
Some of Madub childrerowere Texans for a while, and there is even one
suggestion that, at eighteen, William may have joined his father in the fight against
Mexico.

This possible link to Texas between the military and the family appeared in The
Witness, a Fayetteville, Arkansas newspaper. A notice dated 31 Mar 1841 stated that
there was an unclaimed letter in the Fayetteville Post Office addressed to Capt. Will
Vaughan. A William W. Vaughan appears in the census for 1840 next to Benjamin
Vaughan; it is believed the two are brothers, the sons of James L. and Martha Patty
Vaughan. The only war that provided William Vaughan with the opportunity to become



an officer was the war next door in
Mexico. In the Army of the Republic of
Texas, his father also made captain. The
Republic stayed in a perpetual struggle
with Mexico until after statehood in 1845.
Hi s father 6s hissavee ad s
least until 1842; perhaps his son served
there as well. (VPG FILES)

To review, twenty year old James
L. Vaughan married twenty-eight year old
Martha Vaughn and the family got its
start in Tennessee. Three sons later, the
marriage broke apart in Tennessee.
Martha Patty ended up in Arkansas near
her aging parents; in 1834 her ex-
husband, with his new family, was known
in Gonzalez, Texas-Mexico.

While there are 1825 and 1826
records showing a James Vaughan
surveying in Western Tennessee with
members of the Vaughan family, the
missing middle initial is peculiar. In - .
Texas the L is included on over thirty His father's house

documentsd even on affidavits, which he

signs himself. I n addition, his fatherL used
stands for Ligon; Ligon Vaughan was the brother-in-law o f Johnods wdied e, an
shortly before James6 s b Hermost likely was a close relative of John, perhaps even

a brother. The initial seems to have meant a
him.

Although it is possible he worked with a surveying party in Western Tennessee in
t he 1820 odstay there. &ar whatever reason, he left his first Martha and sons
and may have returned briefly to Hawkins County. He began a new family with a new
Martha, and it could be that John, born in 1828 Tennessee, and Elijah, born somewhere
between Tennessee and Indiana after 1830, were his sons. But with Moses and
Stephen F. Austin and others colonizing Texas, James L. was overtaken by wanderlust,
and he headed west, ending up in Gonzales. Over the jagged rocks on the lonely trail
to the unknown parts of Mexico the new family traveled into new territory. Not many
wagon trains headed in that direction, but the ones that did were filled with
Tennesseans. Several of them, along with James L. Vaughan, were destined to play a
h e r paft 81 Texas history.

As a boy he had grown up in the house of a father who was a Revolutionary War
hero who had served with George Washington at Valley Forge and who was trained as
a teenage gunner under General Henry Knox to fire cannons at Cornwallis and the
British. Years of Fourths of July celebrations, and also having brothers who were
named after Revolutionary heroes, had left their mark. He named a child, Benjamin
Franklin, as had his father, and though his s



secondhand--after an Uncle Ben--a patriotic tradition carried on. By 1830 a revolution
was brewing in the Vaughan familyodésdffbrennessee
Texas to Tennessee, from whence even Davey Crockett heard the call. It is little
surprise a Vaughan did also. Sam Houston, another adopted Tennessean, answered
Texas as well.
James L. started a new life with a new family and left the land of his father to go
to the Texas territory where he fought against Mexico, and there he stayed.

Jas L. Vaughan appears claiming one league and labor of land. Has
taken the oath prescribed by law, Witnesses John Bailey and Joseph
Greer being sworn say, Bailey says he knew the applicant in Texas in
1834 as also his wife and children. Does not know that he participated
in the War. Oreer says he knew the applicant in Gonzalez in the year
1834 as also his wife and children.

Texas State Genealogical Sdpesy %blume 13, Numbers 1 and 2, March and June 1973, Mary Barnett
Curtis, editor, Journal/Magazine/Newsletter, 3une 197



2. Gonzales, Texas, in Parts Unknown, 1832-1842

The stack of records belonging to James L. Vaughan fits into Texas history like a
hand in a glove.

ONE: He settled in Gonzalesear |y in the 183006s wed h his
in Gonzales up to the year 1844. In legally notarized papers two witnesses testified that
they knew him there, early on. John Bailey and Joseph Greer swore they knew the
applicant, James L. Vaughan, and that they also knew his wife and children as early as
1834.

TWO: These were dangerous times in Gonzales--first it was the Comanches,
then, the Mexican Army marched on the town. Opportunities arose for warriors to
shine. J L V 0 s became& aomaghsicerd solglier.hEnlisting October 17, 1835,
he was respondingt o Me xi co06s at Hiaterkcalls the méléesthe Batth af .
Gonzales. The confrontation that met him had been looming over the horizon of the wild
country for some time.

After Mexico became free from Spain in 1821, it began colonizing north of the
RioGrandedt oday 6 s St aTodelpchold off thecGomanche natives, colonies
of U.S citizens were recruited to develop the area. The John Bailey and Joseph Greer
document is one of a few surviving Gonzales papers left to tell that the second family of
JLV was one of those who came, for in 1836, before the approaching Mexican Army
could get to it, General Sam Houston ordered the town burned.

Gonzales was one of the earliest of the Anglo-American settlements. It was in
the DeWitt Colony of Impresario Green DeWitt; its residents pledged allegiance to
Mexico, its laws, language, religion, and customs. As a legal and pledged citizen JLV
would have become Catholic, learned to speak Spanish, and could not enslave other
men. If accepted he would be given land which he could live on and develop.

From the beginning Indian attacks had been a problem for the new colonies, and
the Gonzales settlers owned a small cannon which the Mexican government had given
them to warn off the irritated Comanche. When it became apparent that the settlers
would not keep their pledges, the little town became the site of the first skirmish of the
Texas Revolution when the Mexican Army tried to take back the cannon. The ensuing
confrontation was the spark that started the war and made Gonzales into the "Lexington
of Texas . O

To settle this quarrel, a company of Mexican soldiers marched from their
headquarters in San Antonio to retrieve the cannon. On October 2, 1835, the Gonzales
Texans waved a flag in the face of their foes with the words "Come and take it" sewn
across it. The Texans beat back the attack in what became known as the Battle of
Gonzales and kept the cannon. One likes to think James L. Vaughan, son of Gunnery
Sgt. John Vaughan, got a chance to fire it. He signed up with the Army of the Texas
Republic fifteen days later and was soon a captain noted for his daring fearlessness.

With a cannon and a homemade flag waving over it, the war was on. If not at
Gonzales where he lived, at some point he established himself as a fine soldier.
Gonzales was his home; it came under attack, Gonzales then seems the logical place
for him to have made a name for himself in the military.



THREE: In an 1836 letter to Gonzales from the Alamo on February 19" William
Barrett Travis reassigned Captain Vaughan as recruitment officer, urging him to recruit
from Gonzales to the Rio Grande and to send help in a hurry. (See Chapter 3) The
newborn Texas army had taken the Alamo, and the Mexicans wanted it back. Before
given the assignment as Commander of the Alamo de Bexar, Travis himself was
unhappy about being the officer in charge of recruiting. He was happy enough to get
out of the duty, and his words of praise for Captain Vaughan in this dispatch clearly
stated he was just as happy to have a man of V a u g h aafibérdo take over for him.

FOUR: In March, before and after the Alamo massacre, refugees from San
Antonio fled to Gonzales; seventy miles to the south, it was the nearest town. General
Sam Houston was there organizing the Texas army, and recruits filed in. After the
Alamo, it would not have taken much effortonCa pt ai n V@gautg teauit & s
Texan. In fear that Gonzales was next in the sights of General Antonio Lopez de Santa
Anna and the Mexican army, Houston ordered the town burned and began his famous
ARetreat t ois¥YWawcadlled.r The new Eesas Army ended up on the banks of
the San Jacinto River, nearly to the Gulf coast. There, they won the Battle of San
Jacinto on the afternoon of April 21, 1836 and won Texas.

Sam Houstonds defeat of Santa Anna made hi
had, but his victory did not end the trouble with Mexico. For years Mexico tried to get its
land back from the booming Republic. In 1842 JLV was involved in a resulting border
clash, and in a signed and notarized statement makes a final mention of Gonzales, in
his own words. Several affidavits tell of the good fortune he had in missing out on the
tragic climax of the Mier Expedition.

FIVE: The 1842 Mier Expedition was an ill-advised and ill-conceived military
invasion of Mexico that ended in tragedy. In the year 1842 the Army of the Republic of
Texas conducted a campaign on the border in which JLV was under the command of
General Sommerville. He was mustered into the service of the Republic of Texas the
17" day of Oct 1842 and furnished his own horse, arms, and equipments. He served as
a private in a company commanded at that time by William S. Fisher and served in that
unit until Fisher crossed the Rio Grande, against orders, to attack the town of Mier.
Sommerville kept Vaughan and most of his force with the camp guard on the East Bank
of the Rio Grande River and |l ed them back to
out or captured with their attack on the Mexican town.

In 1852 JLV signed a paper for E. H. Vincent, swearing that Vincent had been an
actual member of the Expedition and that the two had met in Gonzales:

Transcription of affidavit, 1852

The State of Texas}
Harris County}
Before me, Augustin C. Davis Notary Public in and for said County, this
day personally appeared James L. Vaughan of Washington County,

, Wwho being by me duly sworn, declared that he was in the
Mier Expedition in the year 1842 as a member of said Expedition during its
captivity and march to Mexico, that he knew E. H. Vincent as a member of
said Expedition, ____ also that he became acquainted with said Vincent at
Gonzalesonits _ march, and knowing that said Vincent continued a



al
the statement, it became the last mention of Gonzales in his records. His 1852 Mier
affidavit and others were taken in Harris County, but by then he had left Gonzales and
the earl y185006s r es iThushe livechin oWwaaundithea gt o n

n

member of the Expedition, and returned in company with him after his

release to the Colorado.
James L. Vaughan

Given to and before me the 14th day of December AD 1852,
my hand NS Official Seal.

Aug. C. Davis

Not. Pub.

Harris Co.

When he swore fthat he knew E. H. Vincent as a member of said Expedition,
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so that he became acquai nt eaddsigned His nane tod

Gonzales area at
least until the 1842
Mier Expedition, the
year of his
death. Since the
prisoners taken
captive in that
incident were not
returned until
President Sam
Houston obtained
their release in 1844,
it can be figured that
he was in Gonzales
for close to ten years.
During the years of
the Texas Republic
and after the United
Statesd war
Mexico his name
appears on over
thirty papers.
Unfortunately his wife
and children are only
remembered once--in
colonial Gonzales--
and are never
mentioned in Texas
Republic or Texas
State records.

Vinc

Coun

f at h

wi t h



3. With William Barrett Travis

The call to arms out of the Lexington of
Texas rallied rebellious Texicans to Gonzales.
One who came running had reason to be
especially angry. William Barrett Travis, who had
been arrested for making trouble, had just been
released from confinement in what amounted to
no more than a kiln where adobe bricks were
baked. He arrived too late for the action at
Gonzales, but he went after the Mexicans with a
vengeance. That is to say, he went after their
horses and brought back a fine herd of cavalry
mounts.

After the October fight over the big
Gonzales gun, one battle followed another into
the first week of December. Two months of fighting would leave William Barrett Travis
and James L. Vaughan well acquainted with one another. As winter approached,
enraged Texas rebels had put under siege the Mexican forces which were
headquartered at the Alamo mission in San Antonio. They kept their army captive until
its capitulation on December 6, 1835. The Mexican surrender of the old mission fort left
the Texas military well-armed with artillery. The Texans felt like the war was won.

The first commander of San Antonio de Bexar was James C. Neill. Lt.
Commander Neill was soon called away, and he promoted Travis to Colonel and left
him in charge. Before long the written paths of Neill and Travis began to cross that of
Captain James L. Vaughan. In December Travis sold him one of his horses, and by
February 1836, he was calling on him to come to the aid of the Alamo. A year later the
war was won, and in the town of Houston, Texas, Lt. Commander Neill signed Captain
James L. Vaughanoés dLVsscdpedithg ealamita gf the Adamo, as did
Neill. Sadly he also escaped most of the pages of history, but where he does appear, it
is as a good and faithful soldier. While A horse, a hérsay horse for a uniforn
Travisoés manner himbtplate ¢
in history, his written orders calling for aid
made a place for JLV too.

In defending the Alamo, Travis held up
General Santa Anna long enough for the
Texans, with General Sam Houston as their
|l eader, to build up a
ability to whip an army into shape out of
nothing canoét be deni
the men at the Alamo, he would have had no
time, or the recruits, to build an Army of
Texas. Travisoés Al an
recruits, and his orders for JLV helped to
sign@m up.
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Letter of Colonel William B. Travis, San Antonio to Capt. James L. Vaughan, Gonzales:

Travis, letter, February 19, 1836.

Travis, William B, to J. L. Vaughan. February 19, 1836, Typescript copy in Bio-
graphical and Historical Files under Travis, W. B, TSLA.

Commandancy of Bexar
Febry 19/ 36
Capt. |. L.Vaughan
Army of Texas
Sir
You are hereby required to proceed forthwith on the Recruiting Service—
You will take up the line of march from the Town of Rio Grande, from thence to
Pictis, thence to San Juan de Mat, thence to Aguaverde, thence to San Fernando,
thence to Laredo, thence to Revilla, thence to Alcantro, thence to Rinosa, thence
to Comargo, from thence to Florido, & thence to Mataroras [sic] where you will
make your Headquarters until you receive further orders,—

You will make regular reports from all the places above named,—and make
as many recruits as possible at each place—taking care that when you shall
have form(e)d a company to forward the same to this post,—and proceed to
recruit other companies as fast as possible,—

Enclosed you have the General Instructions for the recruiting Service, by
which you will be govern'd in all cases,—

You have been selected for this Service on account of your distinguished
public Services, your well known patriotism, daring valor, firmness and
perserverence—It is therefore expected and required that this order will be exe-
cuted with prompiness and dispatch, & it is hoped & confidently believed that
my expectations will be fully realized.

I have the Honor to be

Yr. Most Ob. St.

Warren Barret Travers |sic|
(scroll)

PS.
The situation of enemy must not be lost sight of, you must report weekly in

relation to hinye—

Soon after the Texas Revolution began Travis had started out as the recruiting
officer. He had difficulty finding colonists to enlist. "Volunteers can no longer be had or
relied upon,” he wrote to acting governor Henry Smith. When he sent his urgent letter
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of February 19th to JLV in Gonzales, the recruiting situation had grown desperate, but it

quickly changed with the Alamo massacre and perhaps with a new zealous patriot in

charge. When men swel |l ed itwaslLlMwhowasinandrgeHo ust o
of signing up new soldiers. By military st ahadis;tatedsutasHoust onaé
little more than a small militia of individuals bent on settling personal gripes and

compl aints against Santa Annaé6és dictatorship.
mission, Houston became the head of a large army of men who were inspired to. . .

ABRmMmember the Al amo. 0 | f Captain Vaughan was
him to be, and did nothing but follow his orders, he played an important part in building

up Houstonds troops.

A Horse Story

JLVOs papers make it kmeWeaahrothdr Wwed;tbefdnecnisand Tr a
appointment as recruitment officer, his papers say he bought a horse from the Colonel.

The Colonel6 s brief rustl i ng afawf®rwhiciptodeoseded hi m wi
Students studying Texas history will read about Travis selling his horse to raise

money to buy himself a Colonel déds wunifor m. He

ordered, but JLV got to ride his horse. Hi st

sold the horse, but it is on record. (See Chapter Four.)

The patriotic valor of JLV in their earlier battles had caught the attention of
Colonel Travis. By February, with him in charge of recruitment in the area, Travis was
calling him, fACapt. o
The next year JLV filled out his discharge paper and receivedacapt ai nés pay.
His discharge is signed by the Colonel who turned command of the Alamo over to
Travis:
Transcribed Discharge Paper

This is to certify that James L. Vaughan is entitled to pay from the 15 day
of December 1835 until the second day of March 1836 as a captain of the
Volunteers of Texas.
James C. Neill, Then Commander of Bexar
This is the Second Discharge
for the Same Service.
J. C. Neill, LT. Col.

This handwritten discharge paper for #fACapt
signed by Lt. Co. Nei I I , but written in JLVO6S script, w
rich in history. When Neill left and appointed Travis to take over for him, the recruitment
job opened up for JLV. Travis happily gave up his recruiting duties, but wanting to look
fit for the higher office, he happily sold a horse to JLV and got the wherewithal for a new
uniform. JLV paid good money for that horse. Within two months, when recruitment
became vital to saving the Alamo, Travis assigned the duty to Captain Vaughan, who
was unguestionably well-mounted for the task.

Captain Vaughanoés di stwhiclgTuavisnieetidnedo ubl i ¢ ser
occurred from the Battle of Gonzales to the siege of San Antonio de Bexard from



October to December. The dispatch to Gonzales from the Alamo on February 19th

preceded Travisoés famous call for help

situation there.
J L ¥da@my pay sheets describing his financial dealings with Travis are dated
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March 8th, after the fall of the Al amo.
a couple of weeks before it fell. Not the fastest steed in Texas could hurry the needed
recruits to the besieged Alamo. Still, the tone of the dispatch was exclusive, approving
of Captain Vaughanés war against the enemy t

language that indicated trust--and hope. JLV was known as a valiant patriot, he said,

who would carry on and never give up. The sale of the horse looks like it could have
been between close army buddies. Hundreds of recruits did show up at Gonzales, but

too late to save Travis and his men at the Alamo.

Original Handwritten Disoharg
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" wsao 4. In the War with Mexico, 1836

Military service was
rendered by JLV at least from 17
Oct 1835 to 24 March 1836,
according to three of his
paysheets. During this period of
time he and Travis would have
fought beside each other in the
Battle of Gonzales, 2 Oct 1835;
the Battle of Goliad, 9 Oct 1835;
the Battle of Concepcion, 28 Oct
1835; and attended the surrender

& of Mexicods General C
Antonio, 10 Dec 1835. His
t service, and the purchase of
; Travisbdbs hor se, i's 1 ni
i three original pay sheets, with
: 3 : transcriptions.
Y
4
Document #1
Transcription of Document #1 pay sheet:
409
$14

See 424 Book B

James L. Vaughan

Appointed 8th March 1836

By illegible signature, Auditor
Military Service

17th Oct 1835 To 24 March 1836
No Draft 521 (Star or T)

This second document, a scribbled, detailed record of the first transaction, is
addressed to i Wa s h i nagd the purchase of W.B. Travis6 Borse is written up in this
paper. i Wa s h i mefets to Washington on the Brazos, where government
representatives were trying to carry on after their declaration of independence of March
2" Washington on the Brazos is near present day Navasota in Grimes County, and
the Republic of Texas got its start there on the banks of the Brazos River. The town of
Independence is nearby--it is a place where JLV would settle after the war.

William B. Travis, who, according to most historians, never received the
Col onel 0 hkewagfitted mrrand ordered--died March 6, commanding the
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defenders of the doomed mission. He died along with Davy Crockett, James Bowie,

and other volunteers, many of whom hailed fro
is dated March 8 and 24, and thus, he was able to join his more fortunate fellow Texans
in their |l ater cal |l t ojrcoitiRuediightdpaEnst Mtelxé cAlI6amo! 0

dictator, Santa Anna.

It was just two weeks before the fall of the Alamo that Colonel Travis ordered
Captain Vaughan out on the recruitment campaign. The Captain rode out of Gonzales
astride a fine horse, no doubt.

Document # 2
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Trangiption of text in Document # 2

15

Washington

Before me John Willowby, auditor, comes James L Vaughan and says
the annexed instruments is just true and original and he owes the
Government nothing.

Sworn to 8th March 1836

before Wm. Mitchell, auditor

His account column.

Horse $50.00
llegible 50.00

in __ of W.S.Blount 6.00
100.00

Amt of demand $100.00
86.00

$14.00

Horse bought of

Govt. W.B. Travis

now holds his note

for $80.00

6.00on __ of W.J. Blount
86.00

Scribbled column with marked out lines:
and about which ought to be settled on by amt, but he having drawn for

the whole of his amt takes the... (here, not marked out) ...draw of his six
dollars out of this account by consent of James L. Vaughan now here

present and consents to the _ which he owed Wm S. Blount for saddle.
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Transcription of Document #3

Page 1

The six dollars taken out

on account of Wm. S Blount

answers for amt due from

him to government for

a Spanish Blanket

and pair of shoesd

____Mitchell, auditor (a guess at signature)

Page 2

424

$14

James L. Vaughan

Filed, 8th March 1836
Examined same day
Admitted to audit for

One hundred dollars. |
Deducted the amount of eighty
Dollars for a Horse purchased
by him from the government
and six dollars on account

of Wm. S. Blount

the amount to be drawn

for is fourteen dollars.

____Mitchell, auditor

Approved March 8th 1836

(H. C. Quartermaster)
+

521

These pay records for soldiers in the Texas Army were eventually used as proof
of service by hundreds of Texans who made land claims for 1280 acres each. JLV
claimed his, taking advantage of a deal General Houston made with his soldiers when
the fighting was done.

In addition, after the war, while he was staying in the town of Houston, he
collected hundreds of dollars in back pay for his service. These papers are dated from
October through December, 1837:

Audi torés Office

Houston, 22 Oct 1837

This day came J. L. Vaughan and says the annexed instrument is just,
true and original and the only one that he has offered for liquidation that



he owes the Government nothing on his own Account or on Account of

any other person.
Sworn to before
lllegible name,  Auditor

Houston 25 oct 1837

James L. Vaughan has this day deposeth in the

affixed on

military draft No: 7217 Thirty Documents to be forwarded

To

Cc: __ Cooke
lllegible name
TX STAMP Ch Clark
Land Office

(p- 1) lllegible

6007
$80.00
NCW
James L. Vaughan
Filed Dec. 26, 1837
Examined same day
Admitted to audit
For $80.00
Military
TX seal
____ Dec, 26,1837
NO Draft 7217 ?
Approved: December 27,
R. Sur___ Kk,

(p. 2)5221 .

$175.82

James L. Vaughan
Filed 24 Nov 1837
Examined admitted
to audit for $175.
Military

lllegible auditor

11 dec 1835

24 nov 1837

No. draft 6319 ?
Approved 25 Nov 1837
E__ Falk, Controller

1837
Controller
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The fall of the Alamo became Santa

N v Anna’'s Waterloo--an appropriate epithet for the
~ man who saw himself as the Napoleon of the
5 West. The 187 men who fought against his
1 Mexican legions inspired out-numbered and out-

gunned soldiers thereafter to "Remember the
Alamo" regardless of the battleground.
The men who died there, and the men in
— the Texas Army, like Captain Vaughan, actually
R T were fighting against the tyranny of Santa Anna
The Alamo de Bexar and FOR the Republic of Mexico. Before Santa
Annad s di ct &he oepublican pgovernment offered a mix of opportunity and
independence that attracted them to the Mexican colonies in the first place. When the
Alamo fell, the men who died there didn't know the men on the outside at Washington
on the Brazos had declared independence from Mexicod afterwards, remembering the
Alamo inspired those who fought on to win it.

San Jacinto Monument

There is no known service record that places James L.
Vaughan at the Battle of San Jacinto, but records are
incomplete in war. Tr avi sférshimoto de¢ s
Headquarters at Matamoras were certainly overridden by
Santa Anna and the carnage wreaked on the Alamo by the
Mexican Army. All of Anglo Texas headed east--even
Houst on 0 sand Aterayis no reason to think that,
alongside his new recruits, he did not accompany Sam
Houston out of the fired town of Gonzales on the way to the
fateful battleground on the San Jacinto River. He may have
ridden the besthorsei n Houstonds cavalr i

Colonel Joseph Bennett, indirect ancestor of Tim
Childress was there; he commanded the left-flank of General
Houston's Texas Army and broke open the Mexican artillery
barricade. All the while the Twin Sister cannons blasted
the center, and the infantry broke through the other side, -
yelling their battle cry, " Re me mber t he Al ‘#ﬁ
over in eighteen minutes, but that is when and how
Texas soldiers won for themselves thousands of acres
of land. Col. Bennett is significant to their settling the
wild territory, because after the war Houston appointed
him to one of the first ranger companies in charge of
guarding South Texas against Mexican banditos, Texas
outlaws, and the unconquerable Comanche.

Sam Houston became Texas's greatest hero.
Everything that could be named after him was named
after him. My great grandfather, George Washington
Vaughan, son of Samuel N. Vaughan who was a
younger brother of JLV, was born in Tennessee. In
1869, Great Grandpa George Washington Vaughan Sam Houston Statue
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named my grandfather, his baby
son, Sam Houstond in part after
his father, but wholly after the
Texas hero who got revenge for
the massacre of Texans at the
Alamo.

What wasnot amed after
Houston was named after
Travis. His bravery in the face
of impossible odds has inspired
embattled U.S. troops to this
day. In all of history there is no
more poignant call to arms than
the letter Travis sent out of the
Alamo.  Written less than a
week after he wrote to Captain
Vaughan exhorting him to get
out and recruit more men, his
Victory or Death proclamation
was read all over Texas:

To the People dfexas & All Americans i
the World:

Fellow citizens & compatrifitk am
besieged, by a thousand or more of tfle
Mexicans under Santa Afrfa have
sustained a continual Bombardment [
cannonade for 24 hours & have not losf§§a
man. The enemy has demanded a stiere
at discretion, otherwise, the garrison are flo
be put to the sword, if the fort is tafkén
have answered the demand with a canrpn
shot, & our flag still waves proudly from tige
walls. | shall never surrender or retredt.
Then, | call on you in the naméibgrty, of
patriotism & everything dear to th
American character, to come to our af
with all dispatchh The enemy is receiving
reinforcements daily & will no doul
increase to three or four thousand in four
five days. If this call is neglected, | a
determined to sustain myself as long :
possible & die like a soldier who nevfir
forgets what is due to his own honor & th
of his countr§i Victory or Death.

William Barret Travis

Lt. Col. Comdt

P.S. The Lord is on our did&/hen the
enemy appeared in sight had not three
bushels of corfiWe have since found i
deserted houses 80 or 90 bushels & got i
the walls 20 or 30 head of Beeves.




